


Ensuring Continuous Safety 
Improvement 
 
While rail safety remains at an all-time best, we owe it to the 
public and rail workers to continue our efforts. Continuous safety 
improvement requires a comprehensive strategy designed to 
eliminate risks on railroads.  We accomplish this by merging 
proven safety approaches – like our rail safety inspections and 
oversight programs – with performance-based measures that 
improve safety culture, harness technology and research.  We 
then apply the best of what we’ve learned to establish 
benchmarks, develop and ensure adherence to best practices, 
and implement new safety management programs.   
 
Here is our record: 
 
• Strong Oversight: 

• 70,177 inspections (Sept. 2013-Aug. 2014) 
• 8,350 cited violations (8,350) 
• Automated Track Inspections (ATIP): 65,367 track 

miles covered in FY13-14 
 

• Harnessing Emerging Technologies and Research: 
• Positive Train Control (PTC) 
• Standardized Next Generation Passenger Rail 

Equipment 
• Human Factors 
• Next-generation Track and Equipment Inspections 
• The most number of inspectors in agency’s history 
 

• Innovative Partnerships with Industry and Labor: 
• Switching Operations Fatality Analysis (SOFA)  
• Fatality Analysis Maintenance-of-Way Employees  

and Signalmen (FAMES) 
• Operation Red Block 
• Electronic Device Distraction 
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Railroad Safety Advisory Committee (RSAC) Success is Based on Collaboration 
 

FRA established the RSAC to provide advice and recommendations to the FRA on railroad safety matters.  The RSAC is a 
formally chartered and structured Federal Advisory Committee and provides a forum for collaborative rulemaking and program 
development. RSAC consist of representatives from all of the agency’s major stakeholder groups, including railroads, labor 
organizations, suppliers and manufacturers, and other interested parties. RSAC’s achievements are many.  Since the 
establishment of RSAC, rail accidents per million train miles are down by nearly 30 percent as total miles and passenger 
counts increased significantly.  Because of broad industry collaboration through committees like RSAC, success happens. 

• The past 20 years have proven that industry and government can accomplish much when they work together 
toward a common goal (i.e., developing rulemakings, regulations and safety policies, advancement of technologies 
and more importantly, saving lives today and tomorrow across our great nation moving forward).   

RSAC is one tool that FRA and its partners use to advance safety, and we need every effective tool to improve safety. 

Rail-Related Fatalities – FY 2015 
 
Source: FRA 

Train Accident Causes – FY 2015 
Source: FRA 

Connect with us USDOTFRA 

Industry Collaboration is Key to Safety 

https://www.facebook.com/USDOTFRA
http://www.youtube.com/USDOTFRA
https://twitter.com/USDOTFRA
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