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Your Comments are
Important to Us!

Comments must be received

by November 5, 2018.

= Complete and submit a
comment sheet tonight or
mail it [ater to the address
noted on the comment
sheet.
Emiail your comments to
environmentalcommentsg
mdot.ms.gov.
Fax your coments to
601-355-7355.
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Project Purpose
Provide access to
twio major railroads:

» Improve rail
transport time
and reliability.
Improwve
economic
opportunities.
Provide flexibility/
options during
emergencies and
coastal storms.

The Project

*1 The Draft Environmentzl Impact Statement
can be wiewed online at:
itphttyspmiot.ms. gew Envirommental’
Fages/Projects.apx
orat:
bty wwew. o dot o Page/ PO798

Project Study Team
Hancodk County Ports and Harbor Commission secured a Fedenal Raikoad Administration (FRA) Grant for
the Port Bierwille Rail Study. In a multi-agency cocedination effort, the FRA and Mississippi Department of
Transportation are working with coopesating agencies. which include

B LUE Fish and Wikdife Sernvice:

B National Marine Fsheries Senvice

B Surface Trareportation Boaed

Project Purpose and Need

Port Biermville curenthy connects to C5X, which is locabed along the coast and serves as a primary esstfwest
rail connectian. The C5X rail line & located in the stoem suege zone and has experienced significant service
disnuptions in the past due to natural disasters, limiting intermodal connections into and owt of the Port
and resulting in il dosures in the wake of these events. There & curenty no nothfsouth ril connection
at the Port Bierwile Industrial Park sibe. The proposed rail line would provide 2 narthsouth rail connection
to Marfiolk Southem (ME), praviding an additioral option for mil trareport while being located out of harm's
way, impeoving transpartation and economic peslience for the entire egion,

What s an EI5?

The Mational Errsironmenital Policy Act (NE) is a procedural lzw that reguies. transportation officaks to
make dedsions that balance engineering with social, econamic, and ratural ervironmental factors. During
the MEPA process, 2 wide range of partners inchuding the public, business, inberest geoups, and agencies at
all leveks of govemment, peovide input into the process.

MEPA requines Federal agendes to prepare an Emvironmentzl impact Staterment (BS) for major Federal
actions that sgnificanthy affect the quality of the human emdronment. An E15 is 2 full disdosure document
that details the proce=s through 2 ange of rezsonable aliternatives, the potertial impact of Abernatives, and
compliance with applicble envionmestal laws. The EIS doourment consists of:

B A poject description. B A summary of potential effects on the

B The purpase and nesd for the peoject. B

B Ananaysis of possible aiterratives. e
B Shudies of the existing human and ratural

B A summary of coomdiration =forts with resource

enveorment. ard I'Eg.lhbﬂl"l’bgﬂﬂl:lﬂ.

ldentification of a pesfierred altemative.

What Is the Preferred Alternative?

Thee Build Alternative: has been identi- |
Fied s thie Prefered Al=rmatee, which \
\

includes the construction of a new pro-

possd rail line, approximately 24 milss

length. The proposed raid line would provide

a direct connection between the Port Bien-

ville Railraad (PBRR) and the NS rail line near F59,

morth of NASA's John C. Sterinis Spasoe Ceamber (S5C).

The aitemnatives development proosss was iterative

in nature, providing a continuous quantification and I"‘.

comparison of impacts toan equal level of detadlas the |

altematives were modified based on design criteria, cost,

ard other considerations during Project development. o/

Refer to the: DEES for the altematives considen=d.

Thee Build Alternative would impact both the ratural and

human ervironment. The primary impacts would indlude

streames, wetlands, farmitands, floodplains, noise, vibration, \ﬁ
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HATURAL ENVIRD

in Hancock County. —

Industrial Park in the S-year pericd
following the completion of the proposed PEAR to mest increased customer demand.

B Support additional employment and new investment in plants and
equipment from existing businesses and the loction of new companies
that require or would benefit from access to dual Class 1 rail services.

B Allow businesses in the Port Bienwille Industrial Park greater

opportunities for inoreasing exports to some regicns.
Upon signing of the Draft BI5, FA published availability of the document fior review in

At-Grade Crossings
(o)

the Fedesal Aegiter. FAA published the Draft BS in the Fedenl Register on September
21, 2018. The Draft BS is availble for 2 45-day public comment period, which will
erd on November 5, 2018. This public hearing provides interested citizens and
businesses an opportunity to review the Build [Preferned) Altemative and provide
comments on the Project. All comments recenved on the Project from the pulblic

and agendes will be addressed in the Final EI5 and Record of Decision (RODL

(COST ESTIMATE WA 5108 million
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