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Point Defiance Bypass 
The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is implementing a program of infrastructure 
improvement projects along the Pacific Northwest Rail Corridor (PNWRC) also known as the PNWRC 
Improvement Program. The PNWRC Improvement Program is made up of approximately 17 component 
projects. To fund these projects, WSDOT applied and was selected for grant funding through the Federal 
Railroad Administration’s (FRA) High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail (HSIPR) Program. 

One such component project is the Point Defiance Bypass Project. The Project consists of railroad track and 
support facility improvements to facilitate the rerouting of Amtrak’s intercity passenger rail to the Point 
Defiance Bypass route, and the relocation of Amtrak’s Tacoma Station. As part of the PNWRC Improvement 
Program, when combined with the other component projects, this Project would allow for two additional round 
trips of the Amtrak Cascades service between Seattle, Washington, and Portland, Oregon with improved 
reliability and reduced travel time. This Project would also support Amtrak’s longer-distance Pacific Northwest 
passenger rail service, the Coast Starlight. 

FRA and WSDOT prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze and document whether the Project 
would have significant effects on the environment. This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) is made based 
on the information in the EA and has been prepared by FRA and WSDOT to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C § 4321) (NEPA), FRA’s Procedures for Considering Environmental 
Impacts (64 Fed. Reg. 28545, May 6, 1999), and other related laws. WSDOT will use FRA’s decision 
documentation and other supporting documentation to satisfy the Washington State Environmental Policy Act 
(SEPA) (WAC 197-11). The EA and FONSI are also available at WSDOT’s Project website. 

• Point Defiance Bypass Environmental Assessment (EA) 
• Point Defiance Bypass Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
• Appendix A: Alternatives Analysis 
• Appendix B: Grade Separation Concept Evaluation 
• Appendix C: Air Quality Discipline Report 
• Appendix D: Air Quality Erratum 
• Appendix E: Noise and Vibration Discipline Report 
• Appendix F: Traffic and Transportation Discipline Report 
• Appendix G: Railroad Crossing Traffic Effect Analysis at C and D Streets 
• Appendix H: Geology and Soils Discipline Report 
• Appendix I: Water Resources Discipline Report 
• Appendix J: Wetlands Discipline Report 
• Appendix K: Fish, Vegetation, and Wildlife Discipline Report 
• Appendix L: Hazardous Materials Discipline Report 
• Appendix M: Visual Quality Discipline Report 
• Appendix N: Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice Discipline Report 
• Appendix O: Land Use Discipline Report 
• Appendix P: Public Services and Utilities Discipline Report 
• Appendix Q: Energy Discipline Report 
• Appendix R: Public Outreach Summary 
• Appendix S: Agency Correspondence 

 

https://railroads.dot.gov/
https://wsdot.wa.gov/construction-planning
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-environmental-assessment-ea
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-finding-no-significant-impant-fonsi
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-alternatives-analysis
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-b-grade-separation-concept-evaluation
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-c-air-quality-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-d-air-quality-erratum
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-e-noise-and-vibration-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-f-traffic-and-transportation-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-g-railroad-crossing-traffic-effect-analysis-c-and-d-streets
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-h-geology-and-soils-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-i-water-resources-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-j-wetlands-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-k-fish-vegetation-and-wildlife-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-l-hazardous-materials-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-m-visual-quality-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-n-socioeconomics-and-environmental-justice-discipline
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-o-land-use-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-p-public-services-and-utilities-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-q-energy-discipline-report
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-r-public-outreach-summary
https://railroads.dot.gov/elibrary/point-defiance-bypass-appendix-s-agency-correspondence

	Point Defiance Bypass

