A Memorandum

U.S. Department
of Transportation

Federal Railroad
Administration

pate: June 15, 1998 Reply to Att. of: MP&E 98-51

subject: Definition of Left and Right

From: Edward R. English
Director, Office of Safety Assurance and Compliance

To: Regional Administrators, Deputy Regional Administrators,
Motive Power & Equipment Specialists and Inspectors

The purpose of this bulletin is to provide Railroad Safety |nspectors with the position the Federal
Railroad Administration has adopted, as a result of an MP& E Technical Resolution Committee
interpretation, for determining and reporting the location of non-complying and/or defective
rallroad car components. The definition of “left” and “right” is defined in §231.19 ,

“Right or Left refersto the side of person when facing end or side of car from ground”

This bulletin further identifiesthe“ A” and “ B” end of the car from which the definition will be
applied and provides additional guidance for uniformly identifying various components on a car.

The railroad industry’ s generally established and accepted practice for determining the location
of applicable components on rail cars equipped with four, six, or eight wheel trucksis as follows:

C The“B” end of acar is determined by the location of the hand brake. The end of the car
on which the hand brake is located isthe “ B” end. The opposite end of the car is known
asthe”A” end. On cars equipped with hand brakes on both ends, the“A” and “B” end
shall be determined as stencilled.

C When facing the “ B” end of the car, the car is divided into four sections known as BR,
BL, AR, and AL. The order of applicable components on the right side of the car shall
be knownasR1, R2, R3, etc... The order of applicable components on the left side of the
car shall beknownaslL1, L2, L3, etc... SeeFigureA.






Beginnmg 3t the “B™ emd of the car, brake Deams shall be qumbersd ConSECUTIVELY, Sap
Frgure B

Te railroad Tusiry”s generally sszaniished and accepted pracrice for determnining the ‘acation, of
appiicabie components on arfculated and multi-level cars (s as foilaws:

The “B™ ead of the car it determined by the incaron of the nand brake. The ¢ of the car
an which the hand braks is lecated and sieaeiled 45 “B end™, is the “B” end  The end unit
apposite the *B” end, is the =A™ end. The unit adfacent to the “B" end will be known as the
" unit and egch additional unit will be stenciled conzectrvely and alphabetically fem she
“B" end toward the “A” end, s2¢ Figure C. For cars acuipped wits mult:ple hand Eraxes, -
report the unn ocation.

When Zacing the “B™ end of the car, the right side is known as the *R™ side ao¢ the |aft sice
15 known as the ~L7™ side. Whesl sers and applicalle companen:s will bé numbered
cunsecutively from the “B” end (o the "A" end, [ through 9 Apolicadle companests above 9
will be ident:fied alphabetically in feverse order fom Z (e g, 2. Y. X, W, o2z unsil the Cast
wheel ser on the “A™ wnit is «Jemtified, ses Figure C.

The abave guidance should be applied when reporng the location of applicable non-cemplying
components umnder the provisions of Paria 213, 231 and 232 It can alsa be applied (o passenger cars
upkess the passenger ralread crilizes some other generally aceepied method of identifing che
lucacion of passenger car components (e.g . %o | end, Mo, 2 end, etc }.
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