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Please recycle

This month’s winning photo:
The UTU Public Relations

Department awards UTU gear
to the union member who sub-
mits the best photograph dur-
ing the previous months.

The winning photo will be
published in the UTU News.
Exceptional photographs will
be included on the UTU Web
site.

The UTU would like to see
photographs or digital photo-
graphs of work-related scenes,
such as railroad, bus or mass
transit operations, new equip-
ment photos, scenic shots,
activities of your local, or pho-
tos of your brothers and sisters
keeping America rolling.

Printed photographs should
be mailed to UTU News,
14600 Detroit Ave., Cleveland,
OH 44107.

High-resolution digital pho-
tographs should be in the JPEG
format  and e-mai led to
“utunews@utu.org”.

With each photograph,
please include your name and
UTU local number, the names
of the persons in the photo (left
to right), where the photo was
taken, and all other pertinent
information.

All photographs submitted
become property of the UTU.

Remember to review your
employer’s policies regarding
use of cameras on the property
or during work hours.

This photo of a Great Lakes Airlines aircraft was taken by Shane Lembke, a first officer with
Great Lakes and member of Local 40, Denver. “A gorgeous sun rises in the background as
Great Lakes ship 245GL is refueled in Phoenix, Ariz., for its early morning departure to Page,
Ariz.,” Lembke said.

www.utu.org / www.utuia.org

Former SLD Thompson
named to  UTUIA
board. See page 8.

National rail contract
negotiations are under-
way. See pages 6/7.

SLD Bates wins coveted
Amtrak safety award.
See page 2.

CDL-holder Hersman
warns drivers of distrac-
tion, fatigue. See page 4.
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The project permits an employee to make a
confidential report of safety concerns, and
even violations of operating rules, while
receiving immunity.
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A confidential close-call reporting system is up and run-
ning systemwide on New Jersey Transit, with the UTU,
American Train Dispatchers Association and the Brother-
hood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen participating.

This is the first pilot project involving a passenger
operation. The project does not apply to NJT trains oper-
ating over Amtrak and Conrail lines.

UTU members participating include
more than 1,200 conductors, assistant
conductors and yardmasters.

Sponsored by the Federal Railroad
Administration, the project permits an
employee to make a confidential report
of safety concerns, and even violations
of operating rules, while receiving
immunity from sanction by the
employer and the FRA.

The object is for otherwise unreported or underreport-
ed information on unsafe events be made available for
study by an on-property peer review team of labor, man-
agement and FRA representatives.

The analysis of this data will then be used to recom-
mend corrective action, which might include new or
improved training methods, changes in the physical
plant, changes in existing federal safety laws or regula-
tions, or changes in carrier operating rules.

NJT starts pilot close-call project
“The involved labor organizations, NJT and U.S.

DOT agencies worked closely to forge a quality memo-
randum of understanding to ensure the program will
work on this property,” said NJT General Chairperson
(Local 60, Newark) Pat Reilly. “We all worked together
with one goal in mind: a safer workplace.”

Reilly

Reilly, a former accident investigator for the National
Transportation Safety Board, and also a former FRA safe-
ty inspector, said the project is “the best I have ever seen
in my 38-year railroad career. I believe this project will
identify and correct potential problems before they turn
into a major problem or a possible accident.”

The identity of those reporting close calls remains
confidential, including any information as to date or
location of the event.

Examples of close calls include running through a yard
switch that does not result in an accident, improper
blocking, and a train in non-signal territory that pro-
ceeds beyond its authority.

              




