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CHAPTER 1 - PURPOSE AND NEED FOR THE PROPOSED ACTION

This chapter describes the Purpose and Need of the action, Project description, and Project
background. The Purpose and Need drives the development of the range of alternatives
described in Chapter 2.
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CHAPTER 2 - ALTERNATIVES

This chapter describes the process that was used to develop, evaluate, and eliminate potential
alternatives based on the purpose and need of the Project. The chapter discusses how alternatives
were selected for detailed study, the reasons why some alternatives were eliminated from
consideration and describes how the alternatives meet the need for the project and avoid or
minimize environmental harm. All reasonable alternatives are discussed at a comparable level of
detail. The No Build Alternative is also included as a benchmark against which the impacts of the
other alternatives are compared.
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CHAPTER 3 - AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

This chapter provides information on the existing resources and condition of the environment.
Generally, it focuses on the important issues in order to provide an understanding of the Project
area relative to the impacts of the alternatives. The affected environment includes discussions,
commensurate with the importance of the potential impacts, the existing social, economic, and
environmental settings surrounding the Project. It also identifies environmentally sensitive
features in the project corridor.
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CHAPTER 4 - ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

This chapter describes the impacts of Project alternatives on the environment and documents the
methodologies used in evaluating these impacts. Information is provided to compare Project
alternatives and their impacts as well as measures to mitigate unavoidable impacts. Mitigation
measures have been considered for all impacts, regardless of their significance. Environmental
impacts are described in terms of their context and intensity.
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