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The Federal Railroad Administeation (FRA) has issued thig Technical I’%ul!t‘tin toy addereny
ongoing questions concerning the applicability of the Roadway Worker Profection (RWE) Rule
m 'lfacmnstﬁiw and car repair facilities. This matter also has applicability with respect to the Blue

safety of workers engaged in the inspection, testing, repuir, and servicing of
frat, o review of the RWP and Blue Signals t{u]aham is it ordar.
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Roatdway Worker Protection (Part 214, Subpart C)

The purpose of this Subpart is to prevent accidents and casualties caused by moving railroad
cars, iczx omotives, or umdwa} m.n nance machines striking roadway workers or roadway
| a&ib u,d zmdu 9214 Ly roudway worker bs sy
nelude ispection,

cay, signal and
COMTMINIIC ﬁmm systens alutm imiwn wsturm ’11){»:1\& m‘ %aczlntm m mcuix ’El“; IHATenAnee
machinery on or near ra ith the

watchmen/iobkouts as
WP regulation, otherwise %{amwaﬁ a5 mw.ni' :
dangers of moving traing and roadway maintenance ﬁ.ldbb,}]lbw

PERA congidhers & e nmzxm © \}mp o o repals f’dulm‘ fiy he # rondway i’af:iliiv
"Un«fmi ot : e it - o




For shop areas, in which the vast majority of track is non-vontrolled,” on-track safety is generally
Hmited {0 the following methodologies:

s naccessible rack - A method of establishing working limits on norecontrolled trach
hy physically preventing entry and movement of trains and equipment.. Fora
roadway work group, this is the more practical and widely used method to provide
on-track satety, See g214.327
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the m‘zm ry fe Im: closr s;l ,31;, i.r.fld_ 35
equipment, See 3214,329.

v Individual wain detection - A procedure by which a lone workey mqmzu on=track
salety by seeing approaching trains and !mx ing the frack befe yeartive and
may be used only under circumstances strictly defined in this Rule. See §214.337.

For a shop in close proximity to a controlled track (e.g., main track), employees engaged in
mainmn&ﬂc‘e“'c;m":s;rmiitifjs‘l of the exteriar of the facility would also need to consider working
lisyies for tracks. Specifically, exclusive track oceupancy, foul time, or train coordination,
a3 ﬂpplma 1!9 ‘ac» 8214321, 323, and 3235,

In addition to the on-track safety procedures out Hned above, railroads and contractors to
ratlroads wiust comply with the following "RWP elements™

#  Onetrack safery mapual - Rules and upx,mum. procedures governing Lmulu geeupancy
and protection shall be maintined together in one manual and be readil ih
all roadway workers., Bach roadway worker responsible for the an-tr ack sa ety n:!,
others, and each lone worker, shall be provided with and shall maintain 2 copy ol fhe
progeaee-docoment. See §214.309:

«  Good faith challenge - Each emplover shall guaraniee each emplovee the absolute
ight to challenge in good faith whether the on-track safety procedures 1o be applied
at the job location comply with the rules of the operating uu%umd and 1o remain ¢lear
of the track wetil the challenge is resolved, See ! ;
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* F’Qum’wa\z worker in charge - Feery roadway work group whose duties reguire fouling
vl bave one roadway w orker designated by the employer o provide on-
ty Lo aii lisf.‘llﬂ’im‘a of the wmup “Ut: u:sp{m&ﬂ:l f, m a«:m may b{; destgnated

e Roadway maintenance machines - Bacli employer shall include in its on-track safety
program specific provisions for the safety of roadway workers who operate or work
near roadway maintenance machines. See §214.341
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o Traimng and gualification - Bach-employer shall provide to all roadway workers
eraploy initial or recurrent training onee eyvery mlemim year on the on-track sate
uzk: and- ”)mmaimc:a that they are required to follow, See §§214.343, 347, 349 -
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Blue Signal Protection of Workers (Fart 218, Subpart B}

This Subpart preseribes minimum requirements for the protection of milrond employees engaged
in the inspection, wesling, repair, and servicing of rolling equipment whose activities require them
Lo work on, under, or betweéen such equipment

f‘:iﬂ"{]bLLﬁ them to the danger of personal Tnjury
posed Iy any movement of such equipment, See

For blue signal protection on other than main trac
be estabhished for sach individual track, while
established for the area as a whole 1t [ prosd
equipment within, as well a8 to and from, the ar i,

7 mqtmuE tue sigoal profection to
bl al profection o be
s Nlexibility for the movement of

> also authorizes use of locked deradls to fulfill the requirements of & manually
operated switeh on any track, other than & mamn track, when placed at & mininmum distance of
150 feet from the end of the protected equipment. Tf speed is restricted to 5 mph or less, then this
slance may l:m rujmv l tor not iuw len i fe et \%hen ‘E]‘Iﬁiil 'in :l("xc:mTu‘xLi’w ser mmf'r aﬁ{iﬁ G '%:'hﬁp

; f f A a.i»:,-;.m} is {l’z-Li]', it muat E};;.; llor;;i\f;zﬁ i da. thg 3‘3 ; :
: | blue signal must be displaved af the derail. Blue si gzm}s sl
hc dlmdltd Lc} Iiht cmnmlim luu:xmmaw whux PR ml - are or, under, or belween that
locomuotive or any rolling equip : otely contealled switch
ma "hc cé u{?il‘f ely locked 1o pre ‘:‘ut HHOVEHIE m mtr:} Al md f"ur bhm %L“I%dl purposes,

W‘u::rz 1 e ummlx are ¢l

lzi'yc,d the equipment must stop shortof coupling to another
ulpment, and other rolling equipment may not pass & displaved bl
altemnate protection, the equipment may not be moved, and other equipment
mm ok szuLL or block the view ol a blue signal. See 218290005 thronel (0185
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Shop Facility RWP/Blue Signal Considerations

regulations are speeific to the type ol wark
coific procedural elements to address

As shown above, the RWP and Blue Signa
wideriaken, Furthermore, each type of protection h
each unique work environment (engineering vs, mechanical}, The Blue Signal regulation is
reguired for the protecrion of railroad employees engag pect sting, repair, and
servicing of rolling equipment, However, FRA would not take exception to.a mechanical
employee working an rolling stock and performing “incidental” wmk a8 & ;amt af z:ha"i actmt‘,f on
a track that is under blug sighal protection (e.g., # mechani ple
on or about rolling stock who might, as part of those dutie
bulth i an inspection pit).

However, il an emplovee is awuuul to specifically perform any of the work activities as defined
ander % E,i«imdv qay Worker), that activity must b':: cumim,u,d um;lm A im 17 m on- tlf‘m&
safery. FRA ig mgnmmt that in some o

of %hg RWP Ruh, wmul d mmi fuy b{_ m am wu m E{‘A,, -,,hmmuzﬁfi” as c:iz;"::séé?ifl.md a%::c)‘vf; on

Page 21,

Same examples of the activities that would need RWP protection under o form of on-track safely
would lnchude:

»  Maintenance work on a power-operated shop door,

s Troubleshooting/maintenance of the electrical parts of a permumently installed poswer
operated blue signal derail.

« General building maintenance or conatruction of a shop building,

The above worlowould need protection under the RWP Rule ifany of the getivilies encroach into
the fouling space of a track. As such, work in a shop facility pot in the track area would not be
subiject to the RWP Rule. 1t 1§ also important 1o note that regard who supervises an
eniployee, the appropriate form of pratection must be utilized, FPor example, ifa ]
works under the supervision of a mechanical department manager and that emple
arey of the work defined under [hL R \’x f“ rusul;aﬂm] o1 mml«; :,zflw mu&i i}e: Ut :;qui
an engineering department ma

maintenanes on rolling stock, bLlLi’l Wil
Stgnal regufation,”

.l\ mum be ptmtml,m., undu tlm pzcx visions ﬂi i.m,. .iaiu.a

ﬁmiaa may bie 1
oonirolled track, :311 dlse iU
FHan eniplives per
W Hule. See
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. ; sistoms of macoessible track on a track that is olherwise
protected by blue signals, the following provcedures would need to be followed:

s The irack must be made inaceessible under one of the provisions of §
mmw ﬁm dex’lav %wé are pmx ujnw Hm E:aiue gig mi }31(}{‘;(;&1011 {éemi o1

m,h g LLLKLd wﬁh & )lm 51”%1&3 ]*1.: 'lmk m xmdwav
worker may choose 1o spike the same switeh and place an enginesrmg-specilic tag on
the switeh handle. Using special interiock-type devices that will accept two padioeks
but can only dllow operation with both removed is an acceptable procedure,

mmu,i.z. iw::: mcm'aplc:: fm i 3w

o thie

s The roadway worker in charge must communicate with the cmployee in charge
blue signal to coordinate activitie

5.

¢ Any rolling stock within th{: "Eﬂacc@ssihlsc track would need to be under the control of
the roadway worker, See §

task to be undertaken, Purther, 103
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provide a compreliensive overview of either the RWP or B]ue 84 g,zml ;.mgi&]ﬂﬁmm




