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FRA inspectors have encountered several situations wherein
non-certified individuals have been observed at the controls
of moving locomotives. In each situation, the certified
locomotive engineer has vacated the seat (e.g., to use the
toilet in the cab nose; to attend to an alarm bell on a
trailing locomotive; to "rest," etc.). In each case, the
engineer has been replaced by a non-certified train crew
member.

The regulation (49 CFR Part 240.201(d)) clearly provides
parameters within which we expect railroads and individuals to
abide: "After December 31, 1991, no railroad shall permit or
require any person to operate a locomotive in any class of
locomotive or train service unless that person has been
certified as a qualified locomotive engineer and issued a
certificate that complies with Part 240.223."

In order to ensure consistent application of the rule in such
situations, the following instructions are provided:

m The regulation requires that only a certified individual may
operate a moving locomotive. A certified engineer, or a
certified student engineer_ under the immediate supervision
of an instructor engineer,” must be at the controls of a
moving locomotive at all times. The only exceptions to this
are defined in 49 CFR Part 240.7 in the definition of
locomotive engineer and include:

(1) A person who moves a locomotive or group of
locomotives within the confines of a locomotive
repair or servicing area as defined in 49 CFR
218.5(f) and 218.29(a) (1); or

!The student must be carrying a certification card which designates him
as a "Student.” The certified engineer who is instructing the student must be
certified either “"Train Service" or “Locomotive Servicing," whichever is

appropriate, and be designated by the railroad as an instructor.
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