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CALIFORNIA HIGH-SPEED TRAIN PROJECT EIR/EIS VOLUME VI: LETTERS INADVERTENTLY OMITTED
FRESNO TO BAKERSFIELD SECTION FROM VOLUMES IV & V AND ERRATA

Chapter 53. Introduction

This Volume VI contains public comments on the 2011 Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental
Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) and the 2012 Revised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS (RDEIR/SDEIS) for
the Fresno to Bakersfield Section of the High-Speed Train project and responses that were inadvertently
omitted from Volumes IV and V of the Final EIR/EIS. Responses to comments included in this Volume VI
reference standard responses that address frequently raised issues. These standard responses are
included in Chapter 16 of Volume IV and Chapter 34 of Volume V.

This Volume also contains the Errata that are herewith corrected in the Final EIR/EIS for the Fresno to
Bakersfield Section of the California High-Speed Train System.
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Vol. VI Letters Inadvertently Omitted from Volumes IV & V and Errata

Submission LO01 (R.L. Schafer, Tule River Association, October 12, 2011)

L001-1

ULE
IVER
SSOCIATION

October 12, 2011

California High Speed Rail Authority ~14-
770 “L” Street, Suite 800
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: California High Speed Train Project, Fresno to Bakersfield Section
Draft Environmental Impact Report

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Tule River Association, composed of the parties with water rights on the Tule River
at and below Success Dam, was formed in 1965 subsequent to the completion of
Success Dam in 1961, and is responsible for the administration of the Tule River waters
from Success Dam to the Kings County line.

In review of the Draft Fresno to Bakersfield Section, Hydrology and Water Quality
Technical Report, the source of the Tule River flow data set forth in Table 4.2-7, page
4-20, provides concern to the reader as the record of the Tule River below Success
Dam California commenced in October 1960 and is available through Water Year 2010
with prior year data of record to 1953. Of concern is the maximum cfs. flows identified
in said Table 4.2-7, which do not represent actual conditions of the past 50 years.

Although we have only conducted minimal review of the extensive Environmental
Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement, due to the time constraints provided to
readers, we are unable to identify details of the proposed bridge crossing of the Tule
River, other than set forth in Table 4.2-3 that identifies a 150" bridge. We request that
should the High Speed Train become a reallity, that the design team for the bridge
crossing expend time with the local water managers for review of hydrology before
design of the bridge and for understanding of the consequences of the High Speed
Train facilities on the flood plain.

It appears the Tule River Subbasin, identified as a groundwater basin of 467,000 acres,
covers channels other than the Tule River, such as Deer Creek and White River, for
which we have similar comments as set forth herein above for the Tule River.

Very truly yours,

R. L. Schafer
Watermaster

RLS/mep
cc: TRA Directors

@

Federal Railroad
Administration
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California Hi h-SPeed Train Project EIR/EIS
Fresno to Bakersfield Section

Vol. VI Letters Inadvertently Omitted from Volumes IV & V and Errata

Response to Submission LO01 (R.L. Schafer, Tule River Association, October 12, 2011)

L001-1

Table 4.2-7 in the revised Hydrology and Water Quality Technical Report was updated
to include the period of record data (i.e., streamflow data from 1960-1990) available
from the U.S. Geological Survey. Several of the monthly maximums were associated
with the winter of 1983, and additional data from the last 20 years may show an increase
in the maximum flow during very wet years. The design for bridges across the major
streams such as the Tule River will be finalized as part of the design build project. The
updated Hydrology and Water Quality Technical Report, Table 4.2-3, shows a revised
value of 300 feet for the length of the Tule River crossing. This could be a bridge or an
aerial structure. The final designs for the bridge will be designed to pass the 100-year
event without increasing the water level above the level for existing conditions. The Tule
River groundwater basin area is as defined by the Cailfornia Department of Water
Resources (DWR). Its boundaries do not necessarily follow the boundaries of the Tule
River watershed boundary.
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Submission L002 (Michael Nordstrom, Tulare Lake Basin Water Sto istri
for), Law Offices of Michael N. Nordstrom, October 13, 2011) rage District, et al. (Atty.

LAW OFFICES OF
LAW OFFICES OF

MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM 4 MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM

TELEPHONE
il B 222 W. LACEY BLVD. S52 'W. LACEY BLVD.
HANFORD, CALIFORNIA TELEPHONE kL i
TELECOPIER ozza0 (559) 584-3131 HANFORD, CALIFORNIA
5 s3z30
(559) 584-3132 TELERORER
(559) 584-3132

October 12, 2011 October 11, 2011

California High Speed Rail Authority
770 “L” Street, Suite 800
Sacramento, CA 95814

California High Speed Rail Authority
770 “L” Street, Suite 800
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: California High Speed Train Project

Fresno to Bakersfield Section RE: California High Speed Train Project

Fresno to Bakersfield Section
Dear Authority Members: Dear Authority Memb:

ear Authority Members:
Please find enclosed the original letters that were previously emailed to you by Mr.

Nordstrom via your website. If you should have any questions regarding the enclosed
letters. please contact our office at (559) 584-3131. -

1 am writing on behalf of the Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District regarding
deficiencies in the Fresno to Bakersfield section of the High Speed Train Draft
Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) regarding the
operation, maintenance and use of canal and ditch systems either owned or involved with.
The District has reviewed, supports, endorses and joins in the comments submitted by the
Kings River Conservation District (KRCD) and Kings County Water District (KCWD).
In addition to the comments submitted by KRCD and KCWD, we offer the following
additional comments:

L002-1
By. %\/ 1. The EIR/EIS fails to address the additional time and expense for District
Carol Weisser personnel having to drive several hundreds of additional miles each year to

Legal Secretary to Michael N. Nordstrom operate the canal systems due to the severance and interference the alignment
of the High Speed Rail will cause. This impact will not be limited to the ditch
tender trucks, but also to spray equipment, dump trucks, road graders, tractors
and other ditch maintenance equipment. An analysis and assessment of these
costs should be made on a ditch-by-ditch basis so that appropriate severance
damages may be calculated.

Very truly yours,

LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM

L002-2
2. The EIR/EIS fails to assess the air impacts due to the additional vehicular and
equipment traffic caused the aforementioned severance and interference with
ditch operations. An analysis of these impacts should be included.
CALIFORNIA
' of Transportation
s he . . Federal Railroad
ngh Speed Rail AU"hOl‘I"y Administration Page 54-3
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Fresno to Bakersfield Section Vol. VI Letters Inadvertently Omitted from Volumes IV & V and Errata

Submission L002 (Michael Nordstrom, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District, et al. (Atty.
for), Law Offices of Michael N. Nordstrom, October 13, 2011) - Continued

LAW OFFICES OF
i i MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM
California High Speed Rail Authority
October 11, 2011

Page Two
TELEPHONE 222 W. LACEY BLVD.
(559) 584-3131 HANFORD, CALIFORNIA
L002-3 . TELECOPIER wazad
3. The EIR/EIS fails to address the impacts of delayed response times and the (559) 584-3132
resulting damages related to ditch breaks and other emergencies on the canals October 11. 2011
and ditches. The EIR/EIS should address how the restricted access in
emergencies should be mitigated.
L002-4 . » - N . ' _
4. The EIR/EIS fails to address the addmonjal' costs an the manner in whic California High Speed Rail Authority
repairs and modifications to the canal facilities at the rail crossings will be 770 “L” Street. Suite 800
handied. Sacramento, CA 95814
Should you have any questions of which 'lo discuss the concerns and issues of these RE: California High Speed Train Project
agencies, please feel free to contact me at this office. Fresno to Bakersfield Section
Very truly yours, Dear Authority Members:

LAW OFFICES.OF MICHAEL N.NORDSTROM I am writing on behalf of the Peoples Ditch Company regarding deficiencies in the

Fresno to Bakersfield section of the High Speed Train Draft Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) regarding the operation, maintenance

Ve ,T/f‘/ i 77 P 2 and use of canal and ditch systems cither owned or involved with. The Company has
77 Z ~. y
TCHAEL N. NORDSTROM, Attorney at Law reviewed. supports, endorses and joins in the comments submitted by the Kings River

Conservation District (KRCD) and Kings County Water District (KCWD). In addition to
the comments submitted by KRCD and KCWD, we offer the following additional
comments:
cc:  Mark Gilkey, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District
1. The EIR/EIS fails to address the additional time and expense for Company
personnel having to drive several hundreds of additional miles each year to
operate the canal systems due to the severance and interference the alignment
of the High Speed Rail will cause. This impact will not be limited to the ditch
tender trucks, but also to spray equipment, dump trucks, road graders, tractors
cienthigh speed rai/10-1I-11 lrto CA High Speed Rail - TLBWSD. and other ditch maintenance equipment. An analysis and assessment of these
costs should be made on a ditch-by-ditch basis so that appropriate severance
damages may be calculated.

2. The EIR/EIS fails to assess the air impacts due to the additional vehicular and
equipment traffic caused the aforementioned severance and interference with
ditch operations. An analysis of these impacts should be included.
C LI FOR U.S. Department
A I A ' of Transportation
. . . Federal Railroad
ngh-Speed Rail AU"hOl‘I"y Administration Page 54-4



California Hi h-S?_eed Train Project EIR/EIS
[

Fresno to Bakers

eld Section

Vol. VI Letters Inadvertently Omitted from Volumes IV & V and Errata

Submission L002 (Michael Nordstrom, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District, et al. (Att
for), Law Offices of Michael N. Nordstrom, October 13, 2011) - Contir?ued ' (At

California High Speed Rail Authority
October 11,2011
Page Two

3. The EIR/EIS fails to address the impacts of delayed response times and the

resulting damages related to ditch breaks and other emergencies on the canals
and ditches. The EIR/EIS should address how the restricted access in
emergencies should be mitigated.

4. The EIR/EIS fails to address the additional costs and the manner in which

repairs and modifications to the canal facilities at the rail crossings will be
handled.

Should you have any questions of which to discuss the concerns and issues of these
agencies, please feel free to contact me at this office.

ccl

Very truly yours,

LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM

f) o 22—

MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM, Attorney at Law

Dale Kuntz, Peoples Ditch Company

clientshigh speed rail/0-11-11 lrto CA High Speed Rail - PDC

LAW OFFICES OF

MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM

222 W. LACEY BLVD.
HANFORD, CALIFORNIA
93230

TELEPHONE
(559) 584-3131
TELECOPIER
(559) 584-3132

October 11,2011

California High Speed Rail Authority
770 “L” Street, Suite 800
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: California High Speed Train Project
Fresno to Bakersfield Section

Dear Authority Members:

I am writing on behalf of the Settlers Ditch Company regarding deficiencies in the Fresno
to Bakersfield section of the High Speed Train Draft Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/ELS) regarding the operation, maintenance
and use of canal and ditch systems either owned or involved with. The Company has
reviewed, supports, endorses and joins in the comments submitted by the Kings River
Conservation District (KRCD) and Kings County Water District (KCWD). In addition to
the comments submitted by KRCD and KCWD. we offer the following additional
comments:

1. The EIR/EIS fails to address the additional time and expense for Company
personnel having to drive several hundreds of additional miles each year to
operate the canal systems due to the severance and interference the alignment
of the High Speed Rail will cause. This impact will not be limited to the ditch
tender trucks, but also to spray equipment, dump trucks, road graders, tractors
and other ditch maintenance equipment. An analysis and assessment of these
costs should be made on a ditch-by-ditch basis so that appropriate severance
damages may be calculated.

2. The EIR/EIS fails to assess the air impacts due to the additional vehicular and
equipment traffic caused the aforementioned severance and interference with
ditch operations. An analysis of these impacts should be included.

Federal Railroad

% CALIFORNIA " o Transprtaon

High-Speed Rail Authority

Administration
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Submission L002 (Michael Nordstrom, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District, et al. (Atty.
for), Law Offices of Michael N. Nordstrom, October 13, 2011) - Contir?ued ' (Aty

LAW OFFICES OF
i i MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM
California High Speed Rail Authority |
October 11, 2011

Page Two
TELEPHONE 222 W. LACEY BLVD.
(559) 584-3131 HANFORD, CALIFORNIA
93230
TELECOPIER
3. The EIR/EIS fails to address the impacts of delayed response times and the (559) 584-3132
resulting damages related to ditch breaks and other emergencies on the canals October 11. 2011

and ditches. The EIR/EIS should address how the restricted access in
emergencies should be mitigated.

4. The EIR/EIS fails to address the addition.alA costs and th‘e manner in \ivhich California High Speed Rail Authority
repairs and modifications to the canal facilities at the rail crossings will be 770 “L” Street. Suite 800
. Sacramento, CA 95814
Should you have any questions of which to discuss the concerns and issues of these RE: California High Speed Train Project
agencies, please feel free to contact me at this office. Fresno to Bakersfield Section
Very truly youss, Dear Authority Members:

LA CIFFICHS OF MICHATL N. NORDETROM I am writing on behalf of the Last Chance Ditch Company regarding deficiencies in the

Fresno to Bakersfield section of the High Speed Train Draft Environmental Impact
Report/Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) regarding the operation, maintenance

l/j/—)/?////t,;/ W and use of canal and ditch systems either owned or involved with. The Company has
MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM, Attorney at Law reviewed, supports, endorses and joins in the comments submitted by the Kings River

Conservation District (KRCD) and Kings County Water District (KCWD). In addition to
the comments submitted by KRCD and KCWD, we offer the following additional
comments:
cc:  Dale Kuntz, Settlers Ditch Company
1. The EIR/EIS fails to address the additional time and expense for Company
personnel having to drive several hundreds of additional miles each year to
operate the canal systems due to the severance and interference the alignment
of the High Speed Rail will cause. This impact will not be limited to the ditch
tender trucks, but also to spray equipment, dump trucks, road graders, tractors
SRR U ST I S and other ditch maintenance equipment. An analysis and assessment of these
costs should be made on a ditch-by-ditch basis so that appropriate severance
damages may be calculated.

2. The EIR/EIS fails to assess the air impacts due to the additional vehicular and
equipment traffic caused the aforementioned severance and interference with
ditch operations. An analysis of these impacts should be included.

@ CALIFORNIA '\ G raneporaon
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Submission L002 (Michael Nordstrom, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage Distri
for), Law Offices of Michael N. Nordstrom, October 13, 2011) - Contir%luedIS rict; et al. (Atty.

California High Speed Rail Authority
October 11, 2011
Page Two

3. The EIR/EIS fails to address the impacts of delayed response times and the
resulting damages related to ditch breaks and other emergencies on the canals
and ditches. The EIR/EIS should address how the restricted access in
emergencies should be mitigated.

4. The EIR/EIS fails to address the additional costs and the manner in which
repairs and modifications to the canal facilities at the rail crossings will be
handled.

Should you have any questions of which to discuss the concerns and issues of these
agencies, please feel free to contact me at this office.

Very truly yours,

LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM

MICHAEL N. NORDSTROM. Attorney at Law

cc:  Neil Bellamy, Last Chance Ditch Company

dliems/high speed rail/10-11-11 lirto CA High Speed Rail - LCDC

() CAUFORNIA ~ @W:iiit
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California Hi h-S?eed Train Project EIR/EIS
Fresno to Bakersfield Section

Vol. VI Letters Inadvertently Omitted from Volumes IV & V and Errata

Response to Submission L002 (Michael Nordstrom, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District, et al.
(Atty. for), Law Offices of Michael N. Nordstrom, October 13, 2011)

L002-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-TR-02.

The HST alternatives do not cross the Tulare Lake Basin Storage District service area.
The BNSF and Corcoran Elevated Alternative follow an existing rail transportation
corridor through the city of Corcoran and the Corcoran Bypass alignment is to the east;
the BNSF Alterative continues south along SR 43; and although the Allensworth Bypass
branches off west of SR 43, it is located southeast of the Tulare Lake Basin Storage
District service area. Overpasses would be built along SR 43 approximately every 2
miles in this area. Therefore, there would be minimal, if any, disruption to maintenance
equipment within the district’s service area and major access routes to the service area
would be maintained. Therefore it is not expected that the district would be required to
travel substantially more miles each year to maintain their canal system.

L002-2

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-AQ-03.

L002-3

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-S&S-01.

The HST would not cross the Tulare Lake Basin Storage District service area and
therefore response times for the district to respond to ditch breaks or other canal or ditch
emergencies would not be affected for equipment stored within the service area.
Potential increases in travel time for equipment to travel across the HST alignment from
east of SR 43 would be minimal because roadway overpasses would be located
approximately every 2 miles along major access roads.

L002-4

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-HWR-01.

The HST alternatives do not cross the Tulare Lake Basin Storage District service area.
There would not be disruptions to repairs and modifications of canal facilities within the
district’s service area. Potential increases in travel time for equipment to travel across

the HST alignment from east of SR 43 would be minimal because roadway overpasses

L002-4

would be located approximately every 2 miles along major access roads. Therefore it is
not expected that the district would incur additional costs associated with traveling
substantially more miles to repair or modify their canal system.

As discussed in Section 3.8.5.3 of the EIR/EIS, hydraulic conveyance capacity in canals
and ditches that cross the alignment alternatives would be maintained. Culverts would
be installed at canals and ditches and in areas adjacent to culverts currently in place on
the BNSF Railway where the alignments are parallel. Culverts would be designed to
maintain or provide greater hydraulic conveyance capacity of the existing canal, ditch, or
adjacent culvert. In the context of irrigation canals, culverts include pipes, box
structures, or inverted siphons used to pass water from an open canal headwork under
the HST embankment and adjacent embankments.

@ SoSR
High-Speed Rail Authority ederal Railroa

Administration
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Submission BO003 (Shelli Andranigian, On behalf of the Andranigian Family and Andranigian
Farming, October 13, 2011)

BO003-1

0CT 14 201

R.'// /dmm‘s

October 12, 2011

Thomas J. Umberg, Chairman
California High Speed Rail Authority
P.O.Box 41218

Sacramento, CA 95841

Dear Chairman Umberg,

First of all, thank you very much for the press release issued on
October 5, 2011. We truly appreciate the additional time given to
review the massive DEIR/DEIS document since we are still in the
midst of reviewing it in its entirety.

However, I am still contacting you today re: two (2) parcels of land
owned by the Andranigian Family which are currently in the
proposed California high-speed rail route and will be adversely
impacted via air, land and water. The HSR route is a triple-threat to
both our property and our health.

Our properties are along the scenic and majestic Cole Slough of the
Kings River. Lush oak trees and foliage dot the area which is
inhabited by various forms of wildlife.

Parcels impacted by project footprint appear on Sheet 37 Appendix
3.1-A and Sheet 38 Appendix 3.1-A. Our concerns are about both the
temporary and permanent impacts to these parcels.

The permanent impacts were first discovered in May, while the
temporary impacts were just discovered last month while reviewing
the DEIR/DEIS. Both of these impacts create a myriad of more
questions; notwithstanding, why we were never told about the latter
(temporary impacts), since they are just as detrimental if not more so
than the permanent ones.

BO003-1

BO003-2

BO003-3

BO003-4

Page 2

The temporary construction sites proposed will disrupt the entire
farming operation on both parcels impacted by the project footprint.
They will also serve to destroy prime farmland due to hazardous
waste issues which will also adversely impact the land and the water
on the property.

Air quality will also be eroded and thus harm three generations in
our family who have sinus and allergy issues. We also have family
members who are ultra sensitive to sound. These are extremely
serious environmental issues and major health issues. How are you
able to bypass such concerns and what are you doing to make sure
this doesn’t happen? I await your response to this critical question.

The impacted parcel which is the “Home Place” is only % mile from
the “temporary construction site.” How long is “temporary?” Is
“temporary” 5 (five) years or is “temporary” forever if the federal
funds run out? I await your response to this critical question.

The “permanent” section on the “Home Place” will be about a ¥2
mile from the family home. What happens if there is a derailment at
the projected “high-speed” of these trains? How will you account for
any potential harming of and/or loss of life? I await your response
to this critical question.

This completes my comments for the draft document concerning the
Fresno to Bakersfield route that was removed on October 5, 2011 for
some unknown reason.

Sincerely,

Shelli Andranigian
on behalf of the Andranigian Family and Andranigian Farming

19500 S. Highland
Laton, CA 93242

@

CALIFORNIA

High-Speed Rail Authority

U.S. Department
of Transportation
Federal Railroad

Administration
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Submission BO003 (Shelli Andranigian, On behalf of the Andranigian Family and Andranigian
Farming, October 13, 2011) - Continued

Page 3 PLEASE NOTE: The following is a complete transcript of the comments I
made on Wednesday, September 21 to the panel at the CHSRA Public
Hearing in Hanford, California. I was told by a CHSRA representative to

Mailing address: slow down for their appointed court reporter. PLEASE ALSO NOTE:
This speech was written and given before the October 5, 2011 press
Shelli Andranigian release was issued.
Andranigian Family / Andranigian Farming
P.O. Box 752
Laton, CA 93242 Good evening and welcome to Hanford. My name is Shelli Andranigian and I

represent the Andranigian Family. We have lived in Laton, California for 50+
Enclosure years and have also owned and farmed a 135-acre parcel of land since 1945.
cc: Michael L. Farley, Esq. This “Home Place” is along the Cole Slough of the Kings River and also part

of the proposed high-speed rail route.

My folks have been humanitarians. They helped Kings River Conservation
District (KRCD) save the town of Laton in 1969 when our family furnished
dirt to build levees to keep this “train town” from flooding. It took KRCD
eight (8) years for them to bring someone to level the ground where the dirt
had been excavated so our family could again farm this 30 acres of prime farm
land.

My dad also farmed and saved the land of his neighbors, the Inouye Family
in Kingsburg, California while they were interned during World War II.

We have two (2) properties in the proposed high-speed rail pathway — the
aforementioned 135-acre “Home Place” and a 240-acre farm across and
adjacent to HWY 43 by the Cole Slough of the Kings River.

Our land, like many others who farm and dairy in the Central Valley are rich
and fertile ones, providing for those all over the world. This is also the
busiest time of year as it is harvest season.
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California farms and dairies have the best to offer the world over. I have

traveled abroad on both light rail and speed trains, so I should know!

I do have a laundry list of questions as I try to make sense out of 30,000 pages
of documents in a short time frame in order to study and comment not just
here in a brief three (3)-minute allotment, but more extensively by October
13%,

While I appreciate the 15 extra days to do so (comment, review and question)
from 45 to 60 days -- 180 days is more necessary, realistic and fair. It is
especially important for those of us in the proposed high-speed rail route to
have ample time to look over and fully prepare for something that is not only
impacting Californians TODAY, TOMORROW, NEXT WEEK, NEXT
MONTH, NEXT YEAR AND THE YEARS FOLLOWING. BUT FOR ALL
FUTURE GENERATIONS TO COME THE WORLD OVER!

I have two (2) requests. The first is to please fully consider extending our
comment and review period to 180 days. The second is to properly address

correspondence sent to us.

My name is not just “Owner/Occupant.” It is legally “Shelli Andranigian.”

Thank you!

@

Federal Railroad
Administration
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Response to Submission BO003 (Shelli Andranigian, On behalf of the Andranigian Family and

Andranigian Farming, October 13, 2011)

BO003-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-SO-01.

See Volume |, Section 3.14.5.3 for information on the construction period impacts on
agricultural lands. For information on the property acquisition and compensation
process, see Volume I, Technical Appendix 3.12-A.

BOO003-2

Qualitative and quantitative discussions of health impacts during project alignment
construction were provided in Section 3.3.6.3 of the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS.

The HST would be electrically powered. Therefore, there would not be any direct
combustion emissions from the HST to cause health concerns, such as asthma or other
respiratory diseases, during operation. Fugitive-dust emissions due to HST travel are
not expected to be a significant source of pollutants either (see Appendix 3.3-A of the
Final EIR/EIS for details). For localized health impacts of the heavy maintenance facility
(HMF), the cancer and non-cancer chronic and acute hazard risk analyses conducted
for the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS were for a prototypical facility with
conservative estimates of equipment operations and locations and of the locations of
nearby sensitive land uses. A decision on the HMF location will be made following
certification of the San Jose to Merced Final EIR/EIS. A site-specific Health Risk
Assessment for the HMF operation will be conducted after a final HMF site is selected
and detailed design information becomes available. Quantitative cancer risks and non-
cancer hazard indexes due to HMF operation will be evaluated in the final Health Risk
Assessment. Mitigation measures, if necessary, will be included to ensure that the
health risk significance thresholds are not exceeded at the sensitive land uses.

BO003-3

Temporary impacts would be up to 5 years. The temporary construction sites were
identified as possible locations for project construction laydown and staging areas. The
Authority cannot require the landowner to lease these areas to the state for the project;
therefore, construction activities may not take place at this location without the
agreement of the property owner.

BO003-4
Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-S&S-02.

As discussed in Section 3.11 of the EIR/EIS, because the HST would carry passengers
and be electrically powered, there would be no safety hazard associated with HST cargo
or fuel. The hazard associated with the derailment of a HST is the physical mass and
speed of the train colliding with a structure or people, which could only occur adjacent to
the right-of-way.

Since HSTs began operating in 1964, there has only been one case where a train within
a dedicated HST right-of-way has left the operational corridor. That was an accident in
China in 2011, described in Section 3.11.1 of the EIR/EIS. A formal government
investigation identified the cause of the accident as a systemwide lack of emphasis on
safety, both in terms of equipment development and operating personnel training, by the
management of China's HST system. Where industry standards for design,
maintenance, and operation have been employed, this type of accident has not occurred
over the four decades of HST operation. Therefore, if a HST derailment were to occur in
the vicinity of the family home, there is a very high probability that the train would remain
within the HST right-of-way. Because the train would be contained in the HST right-of-
way and would not contain cargo or fuel that would result in a fire, explosion, or the
release of toxic substances, the project would not substantially increase hazards to this
property.
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Submission BO004 (Baldwin S. Moy, California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc., October 13, 2011)

BO004-1

BO004-2
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