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Chapter 53. Introduction 

This Volume VI contains public comments on the 2011 Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIR/EIS) and the 2012 Revised Draft EIR/Supplemental Draft EIS (RDEIR/SDEIS) for 
the Fresno to Bakersfield Section of the High-Speed Train project and responses that were inadvertently 

omitted from Volumes IV and V of the Final EIR/EIS. Responses to comments included in this Volume VI 
reference standard responses that address frequently raised issues. These standard responses are 

included in Chapter 16 of Volume IV and Chapter 34 of Volume V. 

This Volume also contains the Errata that are herewith corrected in the Final EIR/EIS for the Fresno to 

Bakersfield Section of the California High-Speed Train System. 
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L001-1

Table 4.2-7 in the  revised Hydrology and Water Quality Technical Report was updated

to include the period of record data (i.e., streamflow data from 1960-1990) available

from the U.S. Geological Survey.  Several of the monthly maximums were associated

with the winter of 1983, and additional data from the last 20 years may show an increase

in the maximum flow during very wet years. The design for bridges across the major

streams such as the Tule River will be finalized as part of the design build project. The

updated Hydrology and Water Quality Technical Report, Table 4.2-3, shows a revised

value of 300 feet for the length of the Tule River crossing. This could be a bridge or an

aerial structure.  The final designs for the bridge will be designed to pass the 100-year

event without increasing the water level above the level for existing conditions. The Tule

River groundwater basin area is as defined by the Cailfornia Department of Water

Resources (DWR). Its boundaries do not necessarily follow the boundaries of the Tule

River watershed boundary.
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Submission L002 (Michael Nordstrom, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District, et al. (Atty.
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L002-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-TR-02.

The HST alternatives do not cross the Tulare Lake Basin Storage District service area.

The BNSF and Corcoran Elevated Alternative follow an existing rail transportation

corridor through the city of Corcoran and the Corcoran Bypass alignment is to the east;

the BNSF Alterative continues south along SR 43; and although the Allensworth Bypass

branches off west of SR 43, it is located southeast of the Tulare Lake Basin Storage

District service area. Overpasses would be built along SR 43 approximately every 2

miles in this area. Therefore, there would be minimal, if any, disruption to maintenance

equipment within the district’s service area and major access routes to the service area

would be maintained. Therefore it is not expected that the district would be required to

travel substantially more miles each year to maintain their canal system.

L002-2

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-AQ-03.

L002-3

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-S&S-01.

The HST would not cross the Tulare Lake Basin Storage District service area and

therefore response times for the district to respond to ditch breaks or other canal or ditch

emergencies would not be affected for equipment stored within the service area.

Potential increases in travel time for equipment to travel across the HST alignment from

east of SR 43 would be minimal because roadway overpasses would be located

approximately every 2 miles along major access roads.

L002-4

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-HWR-01.

The HST alternatives do not cross the Tulare Lake Basin Storage District service area.

There would not be disruptions to repairs and modifications of canal facilities within the

district’s service area. Potential increases in travel time for equipment to travel across

the HST alignment from east of SR 43 would be minimal because roadway overpasses

L002-4

would be located approximately every 2 miles along major access roads. Therefore it is

not expected that the district would incur additional costs associated with traveling

substantially more miles to repair or modify their canal system.

As discussed in Section 3.8.5.3 of the EIR/EIS, hydraulic conveyance capacity in canals

and ditches that cross the alignment alternatives would be maintained. Culverts would

be installed at canals and ditches and in areas adjacent to culverts currently in place on

the BNSF Railway where the alignments are parallel. Culverts would be designed to

maintain or provide greater hydraulic conveyance capacity of the existing canal, ditch, or

adjacent culvert. In the context of irrigation canals, culverts include pipes, box

structures, or inverted siphons used to pass water from an open canal headwork under

the HST embankment and adjacent embankments.

Response to Submission L002 (Michael Nordstrom, Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District, et al.
(Atty. for), Law Offices of Michael N. Nordstrom, October 13, 2011)
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BO003-1

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-SO-01.

See Volume I, Section 3.14.5.3 for information on the construction period impacts on

agricultural lands. For information on the property acquisition and compensation

process, see Volume II, Technical Appendix 3.12-A.

BO003-2

Qualitative and quantitative discussions of health impacts during project alignment

construction were provided in Section 3.3.6.3 of the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS.

The HST would be electrically powered. Therefore, there would not be any direct

combustion emissions from the HST to cause health concerns, such as asthma or other

respiratory diseases, during operation. Fugitive-dust emissions due to HST travel are

not expected to be a significant source of pollutants either (see Appendix 3.3-A of the

Final EIR/EIS for details). For localized health impacts of the heavy maintenance facility

(HMF), the cancer and non-cancer chronic and acute hazard risk analyses conducted

for the Revised DEIR/Supplemental DEIS were for a prototypical facility with

conservative estimates of equipment operations and locations and of the locations of

nearby sensitive land uses. A decision on the HMF location will be made following

certification of the San Jose to Merced Final EIR/EIS. A site-specific Health Risk

Assessment for the HMF operation will be conducted after a final HMF site is selected

and detailed design information becomes available. Quantitative cancer risks and non-

cancer hazard indexes due to HMF operation will be evaluated in the final Health Risk

Assessment. Mitigation measures, if necessary, will be included to ensure that the

health risk significance thresholds are not exceeded at the sensitive land uses.

BO003-3

Temporary impacts would be up to 5 years. The temporary construction sites were

identified as possible locations for project construction laydown and staging areas. The

Authority cannot require the landowner to lease these areas to the state for the project;

therefore, construction activities may not take place at this location without the

agreement of the property owner.

BO003-4

Refer to Standard Response FB-Response-S&S-02.

As discussed in Section 3.11 of the EIR/EIS, because the HST would carry passengers

and be electrically powered, there would be no safety hazard associated with HST cargo

or fuel. The hazard associated with the derailment of a HST is the physical mass and

speed of the train colliding with a structure or people, which could only occur adjacent to

the right-of-way.

Since HSTs began operating in 1964, there has only been one case where a train within

a dedicated HST right-of-way has left the operational corridor. That was an accident in

China in 2011, described in Section 3.11.1 of the EIR/EIS. A formal government

investigation identified the cause of the accident as a systemwide lack of emphasis on

safety, both in terms of equipment development and operating personnel training, by the

management of China's HST system. Where industry standards for design,

maintenance, and operation have been employed, this type of accident has not occurred

over the four decades of HST operation. Therefore, if a HST derailment were to occur in

the vicinity of the family home, there is a very high probability that the train would remain

within the HST right-of-way. Because the train would be contained in the HST right-of-

way and would not contain cargo or fuel that would result in a fire, explosion, or the

release of toxic substances, the project would not substantially increase hazards to this

property.

Response to Submission BO003 (Shelli Andranigian, On behalf of the Andranigian Family and
Andranigian Farming, October 13, 2011)
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